BREDBURY  & ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

The  Urban  District  of  Bredbury  and  Romiley,  situated  on 
the  N.E.  corner  of  Cheshire,  has  an  area  of  3,986  acres. 

The  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 
District  are  hilly  farm  land,  roughly  divided  into  halves  by  one 
of  the  Pennine  Range  of  Hills,  about  two-thirds  of  Bredbury, 
including  Woodley  and  Brinnington,  being  on  the  North  side 
of  this  hill,  and  one-third  of  Bredbury,  including  Hatherlow 
and  Romiley,  including  Chadkirk,  on  the  South. 

The  Peak  Forest  Canal  runs  through  the  district  from 
Marple  to  Hyde,  and  the  river  Goyt  winds  round  the  border 
of  Romiley,  and  part  of  Bredbury. 

There  are  several  mills  in  both  parts  of  the  district,  includ- 
ing large  Hatworks,  several  Engineering  works,  a Colliery, 
two  Brickworks,  and  Cotton  Mills.  There  is  also  a large 
Incandescent-Mantle  Works,  employing  a large  number  of 
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girls.  Employment  at  almost  all  these  has  been  well  main- 
tained during  the  year,  but  during  the  war  period  the  Hatting 
and  Cotton  trades  have  been  very  much  depressed. 

I have  hitherto  dealt  with  the  vital  statistics,  so  as  to 
show  the  figures  in  the  two  registration  areas  as  well  as  for  the 
whole  district,  thus  : — 

Bredbury  Registration  Area  contains  2,797  acres,  and  a 
population  at  the  1911  census  of  5,786  persons. 

I have  estimated  the  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year 
1914  at  5,992,  an  increase  over  1913  of  80. 

Romiley  Registration  Area  contains  1,189  acres,  and  a 
population  in  1911  of  2,898  persons. 

I have  estimated  the  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year 
1914  at  3,283,  an  increase  over  1913  of  132. 

The  Population  of  the  Whole  District  is,  therefore,  estim- 
ated at  9,275  in  1914,  an  increase  of  212  over  1913,  and  591 
since  the  census  in  1911. 

The  Density  of  Population  is  2.3  per  acre,  and  although 
the  houses  built  in  recent  years  are  larger  than  the  majority  of 
the  older  ones,  there  is  an  average  of  fewer  persons  per  house, 
the  average  being  4.4  in  the  1901  census,  and  only  4.06  in  the 
1911  census.  This  is  an  advantage  from  a public  health  point 
of  view,  as  it  indicates  a less  tendency  towards  overcrowding. 

The  House  Accommodation  has  been  increased  during 
1914  by  22  in  Bredbury,  and  20  in  Romiley. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  occupied  and 
unoccupied  houses  in  the  middle  of  1914. 


Occupied  houses.  Unoccupied. 

Bredbury  1487  14 

Romiley 797  8 

Whole  District 2284  22 


From  observations  during  the  year,  and  the  difficulty  ex- 
perienced in  finding  accommodation  for  small  families,  I am 
of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a need  of  more  good  cottage  houses, 
at  rents  from  5s.  to  7s.  per  week. 


3 


The  General  Condition  of  the  Population  is  a well-to-do 
industrial  one,  with  a number  of  small  farmers  and  shop- 
keepers. There  are  many  residents  engaged  in  business  in 
Manchester,  Stockport,  and  Hyde,  and  the  number  of  these 
has  increased  from  year  to  year,  new  house  property,  built  to 
accommodate  them,  having  been  quickly  occupied.  The 
artisan  class  does  not  appear  to  have  been  catered  for,  and  a 
great  many  who  work  here  have  to  live  in  the  neighbouring 
towns,  journeying  to  and  fro  by  the  trams  and  trains. 

As  an  indication  of  the  growth  of  the  district,  the  follow- 
ing Census  returns  for  the  last  70  years  is  instructive  : — 


Census. 

1841 

' 

1851 

1861 

1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

i 

1911 

Bredbury  

3301 

2990 

3408 

3596 

3733 

3901 

4691 

5786 

Romiley 

1465 

1364 

1468 

1804 

1819 

1920 

2416 

2898 

Total 

4766 

4354 

4876 

5400 

5552 

5821 

7107 

8684 

Hospital  Accommodation  : There  are  no  hospitals  in  the 
district,  but  there  are  several  very  good  ones  in  the  neighbour- 
ing towns,  of  which  use  is  made  when  required.  The  Infec- 
tious Diseases’  Hospital  is  in  Hyde,  and  we  have  an  agreement 
whereby,  for  an  annual  payment,  four  beds  are  placed  at  our 
service,  three  in  the  new  buildings  for  ordinary  cases,  and  one 
in  the  old  block  for  Smallpox.  Further  beds  can  also  be  util- 
ised for  an  additional  payment.  This  accommodation  has  been 
ample  hitherto,  and  there  has  never  been  any  difficulty  in 
getting  our  cases  admitted.  The  Union  and  Union  Infirmary 
are  situated  in  Stockport,  where  there  is  also  a good  general 
Infirmary.  Patients  from  this  district  are  also  admitted  to  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital, 
and  the  special  hospitals  for  women  and  children  in  Manches- 
ter. 

Tuberculous  patients  have  been  received  at  the  Stockport 
Union  Infirmary,  and  at  Delamere,  and  the  Crossley  Sanatori- 
ums. 

Open  Spaces  Round  Dwellings  : This  requirement  has 
been  kept  in  view  during  the  year  by  the  Building  Committee, 
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and  also  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  practice  of  filling  up 
the  yards  or  gardens  with  henhouses,  rabbit  hutches,  etc.,  as 
also  the  keeping  of  fowls  and  rabbits  in  cellars  under  dwellings, 
has  been  prevented,  wherever  it  has  been  met  with,  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself. 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades,  Lodging-houses,  or 
Cellar  Dwellings  in  this  district.  There  have  been  complaints 
about  the  Smoke  Nuisance,  and  these  have  been  considered 
by  the  Sanitary  Committee.  The  time  limit  for  dense  black 
smoke  has  been  fixed  at  minutes  in  the  half-hour,  and 
observations  have  been  taken  on  several  occasions  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  results  reported  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee.  Details  of  these  reports,  and  of  the  notices  sent, 
are  set  out  in  his  report  attached  hereto. 

The  Water  Supply  : Most  of  the  district  is  supplied  from 
the  Woodhead  reservoirs  of  the  Manchester  Corporation. 
This  is  a very  good  water,  and  is  not  of  a plumbo  solvent 
nature.  In  some  parts  of  the  district  complaints  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  its  yellow  colour.  This  is  due  to  a fine 
peat  fibre  which  readily  settled  out,  and  which  is  easily  re- 
moved by  simple  filtration.  It  is  more  noticeable  after  the 
mains  have  been  flushed.  It  is  not  injurious  to  health.  The 
other  parts  of  the  district  are  supplied  by  water  from  the  New 
Kinder  Waterworks,  at  Hayfield,  through  the  Stockport  Cor- 
poration. This  is  a very  good  water,  clear,  and  non-plumbo 
solvent.  It  has  a good  force,  and  will  reach  the  higher  parts, 
which  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  Woodhead  water. 

Milk  Supply  : This  is  abundant,  and  of  good  quality.  It 
is  almost  all  produced  in  the  district,  and  most  of  it  is  des- 
patched direct  from  the  farms  without  any  intermediate  storing 
or  delay.  The  only  case  of  unhealthy  cattle  was  discovered 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  when  inspecting  the  dairies  and  cow- 
sheds. The  cow  was  not  being  milked,  and  was  sent  away  to 
the  knacker  forthwith.  The  average  number  of  milking  cows 
kept  in  the  district  is  500,  and  I am  satisfied  that  they  are  in 
good  condition,  and  well  cared  for.  There  have  not  been  any 
prosecutions  for  adulterated  milk  during  the  year. 

Production  and  Storage  of  Food  Other  than  Milk  : The 
bakehouses  have  been  kept  under  observation,  and  have  been 
found  to  be  clean  and  satisfactory.  No  case  of  unsound  meat 


or  other  foodstuffs  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during  1914. 
There  are  9 slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and  these  have 
been  frequently  inspected,  and  instructions  given  where 
necessary,  as  to  avoidance  of  accumulation  of  material,  skins, 
offal,  etc.,  which  are  likely  to  attract  flies,  or  serve  as  a breed- 
ing ground  for  them. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  : The  district  is  well  sewered  and 
drained.  There  are  two  main  drains,  the  first  taking  964 
houses  from  Romiley,  and  a part  of  Woodley,  and  connected 
with  the  Outfall  Works  at  Otterspool  Bridge,  and  the  second 
taking  844  houses  from  Bredbury,  and  the  rest  of  Woodley, 
and  connected  with  the  Warth  Meadow  Outfall  Works,  Otters- 
pool is  on  the  Bacteria  and  land  filtration  system,  and  works 
well. 

At  Warth  Meadow,  after  Bacteria  contact,  the  sludge  is 
pumped  up  on  to  lagoons,  where  it  is  dried,  and  is  then  carted 
away  by  farmers,  as  manure.  This  has  also  worked  well. 
The  plant,  etc.,  is  kept  in  good  working  order,  and  several 
conditions  and  improvements  have  been  made  during  1914,  as 
detailed  in  the  Inspector’s  report. 

The  reports  from  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Inspectors  on 
the  effluent  from  these  Sewage  Works  have  been  satisfactory. 

Nuisances  : Notification  or  discovery  of  any  nuisance  is 
attended  to  at  once  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  prompt 
steps  taken  to  get  it  remedied.  Systematic  inspections  of  the 
district  have  been  made,  and  a list  kept  of  all  property  having 
defective  or  insufficient  closet  accommodation.  Great  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  this  respect  during  the  year. 
The  owners,  with  few  exceptions,  put  the  work  in  hand  at 
once  on  receipt  of  a notice.  In  others  repeated  notices  are 
sent  until  the  nuisance  is  abated. 

39  Privy  Closets  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s. 

20  new  W.C.’s  have  been  built  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
of  property  in  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

6 Privy  Closets  have  been  rebuilt,  and  made  into  W.C.’s. 

26  Houses,  situated  near  the  main  drainage  system,  have 
been  connected  thereto,  and 

10  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  have  been  abated  after  notice. 


Schools  : The  district  is  now  well  supplied  with  element- 
ary schools.  There  are  three  Council  Schools,  one  Church 
School,  and  three  private  schools. 

The  large  Council  School,  erected  in  Romiley,  in  place 
of  the  old  Church  School,  was  opened  in  the  middle  of  Sum- 
mer, and  gives  every  satisfaction.  It  has  large  playgrounds 
of  its  own,  and  as  it  adjoins  the  public  recreation  ground,  is 
provided  with  abundant  airspace,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  children  attending  it. 

Only  one  school  (Woodley  Council)  has  had  to  be  closed 
during  1914,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Infectious  Dis- 
ease. Whilst  it  was  closed  it  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and 
cleaned.  Early  in  the  year  the  drainage  and  all  sanitary 
apparatus  at  the  house  adjoining  Woodley  School  was  thor- 
oughly overhauled,  and  made  good,  in  consequence  of  a case 
of  enteric  which  occurred  there  late  in  1913. 

At  Bredbury  Council  School,  the  downspout,  which  ran 
direct  into  the  sewer,  has  been  disconnected,  and  trapped,  and 
made  good. 

School  Inspection  (Medical)  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
M.O.H.  and  his  assistants. 

Infectious  Diseases  : Of  the  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
Scarlet  Fever  has  headed  the  list  in  1914,  a few  cases  arising 
in  nearly  every  month  up  to  September.  These  were  notified 
early,  and  were  promptly  dealt  with,  and  there  was  no  exten- 
sion of  infection.  In  the  last  three  months  there  were  two 
groups  of  cases,  in  each  of  which  an  unrecognised  case  was 
discovered  attending  school,  and  the  consequence  was,  several 
children  were  infected  in  quick  succession.  As  soon  as  these 
were  found  out,  and  isolated,  the  number  of  new  cases  fell 
away  rapidly. 

The  disease  has  been  of  such  a mild  type  that  parents 
who  have  not  seen  it  before  are  liable  to  fail  to  recognise  it, 
especially  in  children  old  enough  to  wash  and  dress  them- 
selves, as  the  rash  does  not  show  up  well  on  the  face  and 
hands,  and,  if  exposed  to  the  cold,  is  easily  overlooked.  The 
other  symptoms  not  being  severe,  are  also  overlooked,  or 
ascribed  to  the  child  being  “out  of  sorts.”  Later  on,  when 
desquamation  occurs,  as  it  did  in  the  two  cases  mentioned 


above,  I have  found  a history  of  all  the  classical  symptoms 
having  been  present,  but  as  the  child  “did  not  seem  bad 
enough,”  these  had  not  been  interpreted  as  due  to  scarlet  fever. 

Three  cases  only  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  this  year. 
They  were  all  treated  at  home  with  serum,  and  recovered. 
Enquiries  were  made  in  each  case,  and  beyond  having  been 
exposed  to  bad  smells,  no  cause  was  found  for  the  attacks. 

Enteric,  or  Typhoid,  Fever  : Especial  care  has  been  taken 
in  this  disease.  Immediately  a case  has  been  notified  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  discover  its  origin,  and  to  stop  the 
disease  spreading.  These  efforts  have  been  successful,  as  no 
second  case  has  arisen  from  any  of  them.  As  regards  the 
possible  causes, — one  case  was  ascribed  to  eating  unwashed 
oysters  ; another  to  Ice-cream,  and  a defective  Ashpit  ; but, 
on  inquiry,  no  other  cases  had  been  noticed  in  connection  with 
these  “foods.”  In  another  case  there  was  no  discoverable 
cause,  and  the  fourth  case  was  one  of  “continued  fever”  of 
such  a suspicious  type  that  it  was  deemed  wise  to  treat  it  as 
Enteric,  with  good  results.  Abundant  supplies  of  disinfectants 
are  supplied  by  the  Council  for  use  in  all  notified  cases,  and 
the  house  and  its  sanitary  condition  are  thoroughly  inspected, 
any  collection  of  refuse  being  cleared  away  forthwith.  In 
due  course  samples  of  blood  are  taken,  and  submitted  to  Prof. 
Delepin,  for  Bacteriological  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis. 
Three  of  the  four  cases  notified  gave  an  immediate  reaction, 
and  the  fourth  was  doubtful.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
with  Prof.  Delepin  for  a telegram  to  be  sent  to  the  attending 
practitioner  when  a positive  reaction  is  found  in  Enteric  or 
Diphtheria  examinations.  But  in  no  case  has  isolation  and 
treatment  been  delayed. 

I have  not  been  called  upon  to  innoculate  for  the  preven- 
tion of  Enteric  Fever,  but  have  urged  the  importance  of  it 
upon  all  with  whom  I have  any  influence,  who  have  gone 
abroad,  as  I am  satisfied  from  the  expression  of  opinions  by 
high  authorities  with  the  best  opportunities  of  knowing,  that  it 
is  a valuable  preventive.  I have  made  inquiries  from  those 
who  have  had  it  done,  and  in  no  case  was  there  any  disagree- 
able effects  from  the  little  operation. 
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Table  showing  the  months  during  which  the  various 
diseases  were  notified  : — 


Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever, 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Phthisis. 

All  other 

Tuberculosis 

Diseases. 

January  ... 

2 

1 

1 

3 

February  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Alarch  ...  . 

2 

1 

April  

2 

2 

2 

May  

6 

1 

1 

June  ...  ... 

3 

1 

1 

July  

1 

4 

1 

1 

August  ... 

5 

2 

September. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

October  ... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

November  . 

1 

1 

11 

2 

December  . 

7 

Totals  .. 

3 

6 

48 

4 

1 

2 

9 

13 

Tuberculosis  : Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1911  and  1912,  all  forms  of  Tubercular  disease 
are  now  notifiable.  During  the  year  1914,  9 cases  of  Phthisis 
and  13  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  have  been  notified  to  me. 
There  were  8 deaths  certified,  as  due  to  Phthisis  (some  of 
these  were  notified  in  previous  years),  and  7 deaths  certified 
to  other  forms  of  Tubercular  disease.  The  death  rate  from 
Phthisis  for  the  year  equals  .86  per  1,000  ; the  death  rate  for 
all  other  Tuberculosis  equals  .75.  The  notified  cases  of 
Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  disease  are  privately  investigated 
by  me,  and  the  details  entered  in  the  proper  register,  as 
ordered  by  Art.  xi.  Some  of  these  cases  are  notified  by  the 
medical  officers  of  the  Hospitals,  of  which  the  patients  are  in- 
mates. All  the  cases  notified  in  1914  are  being  well  attended, 
either  as  Hospital  inmates,  private  cases,  or  National  Insur- 
ance patients  receiving  home  treatment. 

As  a result  of  the  Notification,  etc.,  of  Phthisis,  the  gen- 
eral public  are  rapidly  learning  that  it  is  an  infectious  disease, 
and  are  willing  to  adopt  suggestions  made  with  a view  to  pre- 
vent the  disease  from  spreading. 
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Many  of  the  cases  notified  here  have  not  originated  in  this 
district,  but  have  come  out  into  the  country  from  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  for  fresh  air  treatment  instead  of  going  into  a 
Sanatorium. 

Cards  containing  summaries  of  information  and  instruc- 
tions respecting  Tuberculosis,  and  the  precautions  to  be  taken 
against  the  spread  of  infection,  according  to  Art.  xiii.,  have 
been  distributed  by  me.  Disinfection  of  the  rooms  used  by 
patients  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  men,  as  and  when  re- 
quired. Weekly  statements  are  sent  to  the  County  M.O.H., 
and  returns  of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  Tuber- 
culosis, are  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  also  to 
the  County  M.O.H.  The  Tuberculosis  Order,  1913  (Cattle) 
is  in  force,  and  a copy  of  the  Order  was  sent  to  every  farmer 
at  the  end  of  1913. 

The  Notification  of  Births'  Act,  1907,  has  not  been 
adopted  in  this  district.  On  receipt  of  a letter  of  enquiry  from 
the  County  M.O.H. , I was  asked  to  report  on  the  matter,  and 
I collected  all  the  information  I could  as  to  the  working  of 
the  Act  in  other  districts  of  a similar  population,  and  sub- 
mitted it  in  a report  to  the  Sanitary  Committee.  The  matter 
was  discussed,  and  it  was  decided  to  keep  it  to  the  front, 
but  to  postpone,  temporarily,  its  adoption  until  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  provide  the  necessary  machinery  to  work  it 
satisfactorily. 

Attention  is  given  to  the  advice  contained  in  the  L.G.B. 
Order,  dated  25th  July,  1913,  on  conditions  favouring  Infant 
Mortality,  and  books  of  instructions  are  issued  to  those  having 
the  care  of  young  children  by  the  M.O.H.  and  by  the  Regis- 
trar of  Births. 

The  Infant  Mortality  has  dropped  of  recent  years  consid- 
erably. Eleven  deaths  were  registered  under  one  year  during 
1914,  and  of  these  8 were  due  to  congenital  debility  and  mal- 
formations ; only  three  being  certified  as  due  to  diseases  of 
infancy. 

The  infant  mortality  equals  66  per  1,000  registered  births 
in  the  whole  district.  It  has  never  been  so  low  before.  The 
details  of  the  causes  of  these  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  iv. 
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Only  2 of  the  166  Births  registered  were  illegitimate.  Of  the 
non-notifiable  diseases  there  were  several  cases  of  mumps 
amongst  the  children  attending  St.  iVlark’s  School  during  the 
Spring  and  early  Summer  months.  Later  in  the  year  there 
was  quite  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  Bredbury 
district,  affecting  the  children  attending  Bredbury  Council 
School  and  St.  Mark’s.  These  cases  were  notified  to  me  by 
the  teachers,  and  I visited  the  schools  on  several  occasions  to 
confer  with  the  teachers,  and  to  examine  doubtful  cases.  All 
children  found  to  be  suffering  from  Whooping  Cough  were 
sent  home  immediately,  as  I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  highly 
contagious  in  the  early  or  catarrhal  stage. 

The  Method  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Disease  is,  that  im- 
mediately on  my  becoming  aware  of  any  case,  by  notification 
by  medical  attendant  or  school  teacher,  the  home  is  visited  by 
me  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  every  enquiry  is  made  to  dis- 
cover the  source  of  the  disease  and  possible  connection  with 
other  known  cases.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  is 
investigated,  isolation  of  the  patient  is  arranged  for  at  home  or 
at  the  hospital,  particulars  of  workers  taken,  and  all  home-work 
of  wearing  apparel,  foods,  etc.,  stopped.  Children  are  not 
allowed  to  attend  school  until  considered  safe  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  and  fumigation  of  the  infected  rooms  and  clothes  is 
done  by  the  Council’s  men  as  soon  as  the  case  is  over.  The 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  at  Hyde  is  sufficient  and 
good  ; it  is  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Bennett,  M.O.H.  for  Hyde, 
and  a lady  matron.  Miss  Priestley,  who  have  both  been  many 
years  in  their  posts,  and  give  the  best  of  attention  to  the 
patients.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  our  cases  ad- 
mitted without  delay,  and  I have  not  seen  any  overcrowding 
there  on  any  of  my  visits.  There  is  also  a good  disinfecting 
apparatus  for  bedding,  midwives’  and  nurses’  clothes,  etc. 
To  assist  in  the  prompt  treatment  of  Diphtheria  the  Council 
supplies  Antitoxin  Serum  free  to  necessitous  cases,  and  they 
are  also  taken  to  the  Hospital,  when  proper  isolation  is  im- 
possible at  their  own  homes.  Bacteriological  examinations  are 
also  arranged  for  by  the  Council  of  suspicious,  morbid  pro- 
ducts : Diphtheritic  Membrane,  Typhoid  blood.  Tubercular 
Sputum,  etc.,  free,  and  these  advantages  have  been  much  more 
used  by  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district  than  ever 
before. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Bacteriological  Examina- 
tions made  for  this  Council,  during  the  year  1914,  by  Prof. 
Delepin,  at  the  Victoria  University,  Manchester. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

TYPHOID. 

TUBERCU- 

Month of  1914. 

LOSIS. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Total. 

Positive. 

Total.  1 

Positive. 

January  

1 

0 

1 

1 

March  ... 

“l 

0 

May  

"l 

0 

1 2 

0 

July  

1 

1 

2 

0 

September  

2 

2 

October 

i 

i 

, 1 

1 

December 

1 

0 

Totals  ... 

1 

0 

4 

3 

9 

1 3 

Two  L.G.B.  Enquiries  were  held  in  1914,  (1)  re  loan 
for  purchase  of  Allotments  ; (2)  re  loan  for  Bredbury  Recrea- 
tion ground  ; both  were  sanctioned. 

The  Midwives'  Act  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
M.O.H.,  the  District  M.O.H.  acting  as  his  assistant.  The 
number  of  midwives  now  on  the  register  is  seven,  the  same  as 
1913.  Systematic  inspections  are  made  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Act,  and  reports  duly  sent  to  the  County 
M.O.H.  An  annual  report  is  sent  to  the  County  M.O.H.,  on 
a form  supplied  by  him,  giving  every  possible  information 
about  the  midwifery  work  of  the  year.  From  the  information 
1 have  obtained  1 am  satisfied  that  the  work  of  the  midwives  is 
carried  out  in  a much  better  way  than  in  years  gone  by. 
Medical  aid  can  always  be  obtained  when  required  by  midwives 
in  any  difficult  case.  The  requirement  that  any  patient  whose 
temperature  reaches  above  100°  during  the  first  fortnight 
should  be  notified,  as  Puerperal  Fever  is  still  in  force ; one  case 
has  been  notified  during  the  year  1914.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  Council  for  any  midwife’s  clothing  to  be  dis- 
infected at  the  Hyde  Hospital  if,  and  when  required. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act  : The  requirements  of  this 
Act  have  been  duly  carried  out.  31  Inspections  of  factories, 
74  of  workshops,  and  22  of  workplaces,  have  been  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  One  written  Notice  has  been  sent  re 
insufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  No  prosecutions  have 
been  necessary.  The  details  of  these  inspections  have  been 
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entered  in  the  Council’s  books.  The  lists  of  Home  workers 
have  been  received  and  entered.  Two  firms  send  2 lists  each, 
relating  to  94  workers.  Form  572,  duly  filled  up,  accompan- 
ies this  report. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  : The 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  inspections  of  212 
houses  during  the  year,  and  68  notices  have  been  served  in 
connection  with  these  inspections. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  houses  dealt 
with  under  these  regulations  : — 


The  Number  of  Dwelling’-houses  ins])ected 
under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the 
Act  of  1909  = 212. 


The  number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  on 
inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation^  2. 


The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  = 0. 


The  number  of  closing  orders  made  =2  ; 
No.  3 Bonnylields.  and  No.  5,  Holly  Bank 
Cottages. 


The  number  of  Dwelling-houses,  the  defects 
in  which  were  remedied  without  the  making 
of  closing  orders  = 68. 


The  number  of  Dwelling-houses  which,  after 
the  making  of  closing  orders,  were  put  in  a 
fit  state  for  human  habitation  = 1. 


The  Cetneral  Character  of  the  Defects  Found 
to  Exist  : — 

Decayed  Woodwork,  Defective  Roofs,  Spout- 
ing and  Drainage,  Want  of  Care  and  Atten- 
tion by  Owners  or  their  Agents. 


BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  , . 3,986 

Total  population  at  all  ages  8,684 

Total  families  or  separate  occupiers...  . ...  2,110  t Census  of  igii. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1914. 


14 


O 

5 

H 

cn 

l-H 

Q 

PQ 

P 

w 

o 

Q 

< 

PQ 

Q 

W 

P^ 

PP 


Q J 

H'^W  o 
05  ffi 


uyy 

w5  ^ S 

c/5  > ° J 

^aoj-g°-s 

2 H C ® 

og 

H-^ 


—I  CO  : ^ I— I 


: CO 


« rt 
n3  oj 

e >. 
D-i 


« S3 

-M  ac 

<< 


bo  a 
a :=i 

2 

ns  u 


.5  ^ 

:b  ^3 

2H 

<u 


^ ^ 


• c3 
: CD 

CU  It;  C3  O 

£ S 

SS-l&g 

4->  cj  ^ cci  CD 
.2^  ^ a’^  !-i 

(JJ  !_,  -^  d (P 

b'  u "S  3 "3^3  "5 
w CO  w pli  o a o 


Isolation  Hospital  : HYDE. 


TABLE  Hi.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  the  Year  1913. 

BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age, 

BREDBURY  AND  ROMILEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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The  preceding  tables,  I.  to  IV.,  are  filled  in  at  the  request 
of  the  L.G.B.,  with  particulars  of  population.  Births,  Deaths, 
and  diseases,  etc.,  relating  to  this  district  in  1914. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  also  attached,  as  in- 
structed by  the  L.G.B. 


I am. 


Yours  faithfully, 

FREDERICK  CANT,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Bond., 


Woodley,  February,  1915. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  1914. 


Smoke  Observations. 

15  Observations  of  smoke  have  been  taken  ; 10  of  these 
have  been  within  the  limits  specified  by  the  Council’s  resolu- 
tion, viz.,  3^  minutes  of  black  smoke  allowed  in  the  half-hour. 
Five  manufacturing  firms  in  the  Council’s  district  have 
exceeded  the  time  limit.  Statutory  notices  were  sent  drawing 
their  attention  to  same,  and  warning  them  that  proceedings 
would  be  taken  by  a summons  if  the  nuisance  was  allowed  to 
occur  again. 


District  Water  Supply. 

The  Council  has  a good  supply  of  water  in  the  district  for 
domestic  and  manufacturing  purposes,  maintained  at  a pres- 
sure to  serve  all  properties  connected  with  the  supply,  par- 
ticularly so  from  the  mains  serving  water  from  Kinder  Reser- 
voirs. An  application  has  been  made  by  a petition  from  own- 
ers and  tenants  for  a supply  of  water  by  extending  the  mains 
along  Ashton-road  and  Lingard-lane,  a distance  of  1,500  lin. 
yards.  If  this  was  done  it  would  be  a loss  to  the  Council  of 
^30  per  annum,  the  cost  being  too  much  for  the  small  amount 
of  the  water  rents.  The  3''  water  main  has  been  extended 
for  a distance  of  120  lin.  yards  in  Lyme  Grove,  Romiley,  to 
supply  13  newly-erected  houses. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  number  of  farms  on  the  register  for  the  whole  of  the 
district  is  73.  During  the  past  year  3 farms  have  been  dis- 
pensed with,  viz.,  Brassington  and  Green’s  Hollow  Farms, 
Brinnington,  and  Darbyshire  Lane  Ends.  These  have  been 
taken  over  by  Golf  Clubs.  Cows  are  kept  on  53  farms. 
Seven  have  given  up  keeping  since  last  reported  on.  The 
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number  of  cows  kept  by  the  farmers  approximately  varies  be- 
tween 460  and  500.  Several  of  the  farmers  have  only  one 
cow,  for  their  own  private  use.  The  milk  produced  in  the 
district  is  of  good  quality,  and  is  despatched  straight  away  after 
milking,  to  be  retailed  out  to  the  consumers.  The  creaming 
of  milk  in  dairies  is  a very  small  average,  and  only  one  farmer, 
Mr.  Dore,  uses  his  milk  for  cheese-making. 

A case  of  Tuberculosis  was  suspected  at  one  of  the  farms. 
The  farmer  was  questioned  on  the  matter,  but  before  I could 
t'eport  it  to  the  M.O.H.  the  cow  was  taken  away  to  the 
knackers. 

The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  inspected,  and  2 
notices  served,  respecting  3 sheds  to  execute  certain  repairs, 
viz..  Mill  Lane  Farm,  raise  the  floor  of  the  loft  3ft.,  put  in  new 
stalls,  pave  the  floor,  provide  sufficient  light  and  ventilation, 
also  pull  down  the  wall  on  the  east  side,  and  re-build  same  ; 
High  Lane  farm,  to  dispense  with  the  wooden  cowsheds  alto- 
gether, and  to  erect  proper  cowsheds  in  lieu  thereof  ; Water- 
side farm,  to  raise  the  loft  at  least  3ft.,  provide  sufficient  light 
and  ventilation,  etc. 

On  inspecting  cowsheds  and  dairies,  I generally  find  them 
in  fair  order,  and  kept  reasonably  clean,  considering  the  con- 
dition of  some  of  the  buildings.  I intend  to  ask  the  Sanitary 
Committee  to  have  notices  served  to  improve  some  of  the  old 
delapidated  buildings. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District). 

Under  Sub-Section  (1)  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909,  and  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  212  houses  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  68  notices  served  to  execute  certain 
repairs.  These  have  been  duly  posted  up. 

The  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for 
the  purpose  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  212. 

The  number  of  Dwelling-houses,  which,  on  inspection, 
were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  2. 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Author- 
ity, Nil. 
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The  number  of  closing  orders  made,  No.  3,  Bonny  Fields, 
and  No.  5,  Holly  Bank  Cottages,  2. 

The  number  of  Dwelling-houses,  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders,  68. 

The  number  of  Dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making 
of  closing  orders,  were  put  in  a fit  state  for  human  habitation. 
No.  5,  Holly  Bank,  1. 

Sanitary  Notices. 

For  the  year  1914,  10  Notices  were  served  on  persons  to 
abate  nuisances  found  upon  inspection  or  notified  on  proper- 
ties in  the  district  ; 16  Notices  to  provide  sufficient  Water 
Closet  accommodation,  and  to  rebuild  and  convert  Privy 
Closets  into  Water  Closets.  One  Notice  served  under  the 
Factory  and  Worshops  Act,  to  provide  suitable  and  sanitary 
accommodation  for  their  respective  workpeople,  fes  Notices 
to  abate  the  emission  of  black  smoke.  ' 

Good  results  from  the  notices  served  have  been  obtained, 
viz.,  as  follows  : — 20  New  Water  Closets,  built  to  provide 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  to  properties  ; 6 rebuilt  and 
made  into  Water  Closets,  and  39  Privy  Closets  altered  and 
made  into  Water  Closets,  making  a total  of  65. 

The  drainage  from  26  houses  has  been  connected  to  the 
Council’s  main  sewer,  and  10  Nuisances  have  been  abated,  in 
compliance  with  the  10  Notices  servedl  61  Houses  have  been 
fumigated,  after  Infectious  Diseases,  Phthisis,  etc. 

Nightsoil 

The  nightsoil  of  the  district  is  still  collected  by  men  em- 
ployed direct  by  the  Council,  and  every  satisfaction  seems  to 
be  attained.  3,928  Loads  have  been  removed  during  the  year. 
This  amount  of  refuse  has  been  carted  to  suitable  tips  rented 
by  the  Council. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  re- 
mains the  same,  viz.,  6 in  Bredbury  and  3 in  Romiley.  These 
are  used  weekly.  The  inspection  of  same  have  been  made  on 
many  occasions,  and  owners  have  kept  them  satisfactory,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  which  had  got  the  worse  for  use,  and 
notice  was  served  to  line  up  the  walls  with  cement,  and 
concrete  the  floor. 
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Main  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

It  has  only  been  necessary  to  extend  the  9"  sewer  for  a 
distance  of  100  lin.  yards,  at  Greave,  to  take  in  the  sewage 
from  property  recently  erected.  All  the  new  property  ^erected 
where  the  sewer  has  been  adjacent.  Water  closets  have  been 
erected.  The  total  number  of  houses  discharging  sewage  to 
Bredbury  Outfall  Works  is  844,  and  to  Romiley  Outfall 
Works  964. 

At  the  Romiley  Outfall  Works,  2 of  the  fine  filter  beds 
have  been  renewed,  with  new  filtering  medium,  and  one  partly 
renewed,  at  a cost  of  ;^150,  and  at  the  Bredbury  Works 
town’s  water  has  been  laid  on  from  the  Welkin  Mill  to  the 
Manager’s  house  ; a pump-house  built,  and  2 sludge  pits  made. 
The  Inspector  for  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Rivers’  Committee 
only  report  on  2 samples  of  effluent,  viz.,  June  23,  1914,  21st 
on  list  out  of  55  samples,  from  the  Romiley  Works  ; July  21, 
6th  on  list  out  of  42  samples  from  the  Bredbury  Works. 

New  Buildings. 

The  building  in  the  district  has  been  very  quiet  during  the 
past  year.  Plans  have  been  passed  for  16  houses,  8 of  which 
are  of  the  working  class  type  : — 


Miscellaneous  Buildings 17 

Additions  to  Works 3 


3 Plans  have  been  disapproved.  Houses  erected  : 21  in  Bred- 
bury, and  14  in  Romiley. 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  HARDMAN, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


